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‘It is said by…Aristodemos of Elis that recording of athletes started from the 27th Olympia 
…prior victors were not recorded… and that the Elean Koroivos, stadionikes  

at the 28th Olympia, was the first recorded [victor]...’ (Eusebius, Chronika) 
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I have always wondered at what date man first began to use the horse, to ride and to race. After 
years researching history and mythology, the answer came from scientific data published in 1990, 
interestingly in the ‘Year of the Horse’. Prof. David Anthony of Hartwick College in N. York helped 
answer the question by using scanning microscopy. He checked casts of 6,000-year old horse 
premolars found in Dereivca, Ukraine, which revealed evidence of tooth wear identical to that 
caused by the use of bits, probably made by a single rope. Prof. Anthony postulated that bare-
back riding could have been the first significant innovation in land transport, predating the 
invention of the wheel by about five centuries. His discovery disproved previous hypotheses, 
including my own, that man first used horses by yoking them to carts. Curiously, the first ‘official’ 
Olympic equestrian contest, whether we apply to mythology or the 25th Olympia of 680 BCE, was 
a chariot race rather than a flat race. Keles flat racing did not become an Olympic contest until 
thirty years later, at the 33rd Olympia of 648 BCE. This simply means that it took man forty odd 
centuries to complete his earliest accomplishment - taming a horse by means of a bit, mounting it, 
and transforming it into an Olympic athlete. 
 
The year 776 BCE is traditionally accepted as marking the inception of the Olympics by King 
Iphitos. Eusebius, however, places the first Olympics in 884 BCE, 27 Olympiads earlier, as shown 
by his phrase on the top of this Chapter. Over the twelve-thirteen centuries of a long and colorful 
life, the survival of the Olympics had been endangered on several occasions, either through the 
work of man or the vagaries of Mother Nature. In fact, even before the ancient Olympics began 
being numbered they were interrupted by the wars of gods, wars of men, political antipathies, and 
adverse meteorological or geological phenomena.  
 
I am not convinced of the accuracy of the lists relating to the earliest Olympia first established by 
the Elean sophist Hippias, in 400 BCE.  Paradoxically, this was also the view taken by Plato who 
claimed (in his Noumias) that Hippias must have based his list of Olympic victors on ‘unreliable’ 
sources. Hippias’ ‘winner list’ was revised and completed by the philosopher Aristotle, and, later, by 
Eratosthenes, Phlegon and others. By the third century BCE, the dating system of the Olympia had become 
the official calendar of the Greeks. Another list covering Olympia 1 to 249 was compiled by Julian the 
African, and was saved by Eusebius in his Chronika (Chronicles).  
 
At about the same time, a traveler by the name of Pausanias edited his ten-volume book under 
the title ‘Hellados Periegesis’ (Touring Greece). His essays constituted remarkably precise 
guides, which contained uniquely descriptive data. Pausanias, after visiting the Peloponnese, 
verified pre-existing ‘legends’ on the Olympia and the Olympic victors, mainly in his Eliaka (books 
V and VI). I feel very indebted to him for not forgetting or omitting even the minutest detail about 
the Olympic ‘gymnika’ (nude) or ‘hippika’ (equestrian) contests. 
 
It is only natural that Hippias, a native of Elis, should have recorded that the first Olympics were 
held at the Altis grounds, and placed the ‘local heroes’ at the top of his list. His compatriot, 
Koroivos, won the stadion run of 776 BCE where King Iphitos acted as the sole judge. I am not 
entirely satisfied with Hippias' and later relevant lists for one fundamental reason: I believe that 
there were ‘Olympics’ long before 776 BCE. I do so because the term Olympics does not 
exclusively prescribe the site of Olympia, but rather indicates the spiritual dedication of the 
Festival to the gods of Olympus (see Chapter 16). Thus, I have termed the most ancient, 
principally divine, contests as pre-Olympiads simply because I feel morally obliged to accept 
convention in placing the first historical Olympiad at 776 BCE.  
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As indicated by the title of this chapter, the origins of the Olympics are divine, but despite that not 
secure against interruption. From the perspective of its mythological origins, the genuine Olympia 
must have been those held by the Olympic gods: Zeus winning the fight against his father 
Kronos; Apollo winning a tethrippon race against Hermes; Ares losing a boxing match to Apollo; 
and Ares' proteges, the amazons, loosing to Apollo (Chapter 16). With remarkable similarity the 
stories of those Olympian contests were reported by Pausanias, as they were before him by 
Homer, Hesiod and other writers. This common and most emphatic point in either legends or 
written sources, from the Bronze to the Classical Age, is simply the ‘divine’ origin of the Olympics. 
 
After the two divine or heroic pre-Olympiads, came the cataclysm of Deukalion (the Great Flood). 
According to Pausanias, the contests were interrupted for fifty years. When the floodwaters 
receded, Klymenos, one of Herakles' descendants, sailed up to the Peloponnese from Crete and 
landed at Olympia. It is not hard to guess his first act: he re-established a pre-Olympiad, and built 
a temple dedicated to Herakles Prostates (protector). By a stroke of bad luck, however, King 
Klymenos was overthrown very soon afterwards by Endymion, the son of Aithlios. The latter was 
the purported son of Zeus and Protogeneia, and to honor his divine origins, he declared a new 
pre-Olympiad, which was contested exclusively among his three sons Epeios, Aitolos and Paion. 
The story goes that the foot race was won, not surprisingly, by his oldest son, Epeios. It is my 
guess that their father Aithlios would have acted as sole judge. 
 
A generation later, young Pelops of Phrygia in Asia Minor organized the most majestic games of 
the entire pre-Olympic era. Pelops went further than previous kings and built a temple to the god 
Hermes, in order to obtain the god’s mercy for the murder of Myrtilos, the young driver of King 
Oinomaos who Pelops had killed together with his chariot horses (see Chapter 1). Pelop's festival 
easily qualifies as a pre-Olympiad, since both he and his bride Hippodameia were worshiped for 
centuries as the patrons of men or women’s ‘historical’ contests, respectively 
 
The organizer of the next pre-Olympiad was probably Amythaion, the cousin of Endymion who 
ousted King Klymenos. In the following generation, two brothers named Pelias and Nemeas 
worked together to realize the next pre-Olympiad which we may numerate the seventh. Soon 
after this mythological period, so the legend goes, a new hero reached Olympia. He was none 
other than the renowned hero Herakles, son of Amphitryon and Alkmene and inaugurated the 
(8th?) pre-Olympiad only after cleaning up the stables of Augeias. Pausanias reveals that the 
brave hero, acting as sole judge, personally crowned the victor of the chariot race. The victorious 
charioteer was Iolaos who drove Herakles' own team of horses. We can easily guess the ecstasy 
of the hero. A similar chariot race is described in Homer's Iliad: King Menelaos of Sparta leases 
the swift mare Aethe from his brother Agamemnon in an attempt to win the race at the funeral 
games organized by Achilles. The difference in these two myths is that Menelaos lost with the 
borrowed mare, whereas Iolaos won the race driving Herakles’ horses. 
 
In the 2nd century CE, Pausanias reported that a brand new equestrian sport appeared at the 
Herakleian pre-Olympiad, namely the keles (flat) race won by Iasios, a rider from nearby Arcadia. 
This report of a flat race is important because it contradicts earlier hypotheses regarding the 
origins of racing which placed them at 648 BCE. That year saw the ‘official’ introduction of flat 
racing at the 33rd Olympia, which was won by the Thessalian Krauxidas. Could it be an Elean 
hearsay or actually true that the first official flat race was won by Iasios and not Krauxidas of 
Thessaly? I tend to believe that Pausanias was accurate in his reports of the pre-Olympiads. If 
so, we may safely honor Iasios as the first jockey to win an official flat race. And in the same spirit 
of justice, we should not forget that, at the same pre-Olympiad, Herakles himself won two 
victories in pale (wrestling) and in pankration; and that the two famous Dioskouroi, Kastor and 
Polydeukes, were victorious in the dromos (running) and pygme (boxing), respectively. 
 
Then Oxylos became king of Elis and, as was the custom, declared a [9th?] pre-Olympiad. There 
then follows a curious gap in the mythology spanning several generations before another Elean, 
King Iphitos. It was he who, in 776 BCE brought the Olympics as we recognize them today into 
historic existence.  
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There is an extremely important point concerning King Iphitos' first ‘official’ Olympiad, which 
chronologically followed the legendary pre-Olympiads. An essential observation was put forward 
by Pausanias originally, and his point should be emphasized because it might change our 
perception of the ancient Olympic festivals. In describing the sequence of the Iphitos Olympiad at 
Elis, Pausanias inserted the following key phrase and verb: 

‘When Iphitos, as I have stated, renewed  the Games , people had already forgotten what 
happened in old times but little by little they remembered, and each time they remembered,  

they entered an addendum to the Games.’ 
 
The critical word in this passage is the verb renewed . When I, a horse vet with no archaeological 
background, read this for the first time it hit me forcibly that the Olympics were not  introduced  by 
King Iphitos  as we had been commonly taught but rather they had been reintroduced, renovated 
or reinstated  simply because they had been forgotten by the public in the interim. Following this 
argument, the first conventional Olympiad of 776 BCE may well be the twenty-eighth. Several 
scholars of Greek mythology choose to take into account divine or heroic Olympics which had 
preceded the Olympiad of Iphitos, starting with the contest between Zeus and Kronos. From this 
perspective we end up with a series of interrupted, discontinued or just forgotten games during 
the long Olympic history. It follows that, when the Olympics were re-introduced in 1896 CE after 
being dormant for centuries, men had simply forgotten that they were repeating Iphitos' gesture 
after three millennia. Now we know that the first modern Olympiad may well have been the 294th 

when numerated through Greek myth and history. I trust it was fair that it took place in the 
Panathenaic stadium of Athens.                                 
                                                           
Religious ideology was fundamental to the Olympics, and it reached a zenith in the 8th century 
BCE, the era of the ekecheiria.  During the period of peace and neutrality occasioned by the 
truce, Eleans were free of trouble and their control of festival activities uncontested. However, in 
the course of the endless Peloponnesian War, the Eleans ended their neutrality and took sides 
with the Athenians against their Spartan neighbors. Indeed, they went further by banning the 
Spartan enemy from the festival. Consequently, under threat of a probable Spartan invasion in 
424 BCE, the Altis had to be heavily guarded, and the 89th Olympiad was held only with the 
protection of thousands of armed troops. Should you imagine that the Palestinian attack during 
the Munich Olympis of 1972 was the first of its kind, the Spartan example is given to put things in 
perspective. Throughout history man has consistently shown a tendency to spoil what is best, and 
to sacrifice even his own most sacred beliefs, including the truce of the ancient Olympics. 
 
In the end, the vaunted Spartan invasion of Olympia never took place. The mere fact, however, 
that the Elean officials of the 89th Olympiad, 2500 years ago, were forced to take vigorous military 
security precautions (regardless of their efficiency) reflects the fact that the purely religious and 
ethnic unity of the Hellenes was already disintegrating. In 365 BCE, it was the turn of Elis’ 
Arcadian and Pisatan neighbors to seize control of Olympia. They actually occupied the Altis until 
the following year's 104th Olympiad. They maintained a powerful occupation force, too strong for 
the Eleans who tried desperately but failed to regain control. The poor locals laid siege to the 
sanctuary but, alas inside, the occupying forces plundered the temples in order to pay their 
mercenaries. Despite the disorder, the festival eventually took place - for fear of Zeus' wrath had 
it been abandoned. It was this god-fearing element of the Hellenic character, which helped to 
restore the Eleans to their place as undisputed masters of the festival. It seems that the ‘Founder 
King Iphitos’ had always been on good terms with the Olympic Zeus. 
 
The sanctity of the Altis and the truce were recognized in many Olympiads until the rise of the 
Macedonians in the 4th century BCE. I have to confess that it was my own countrymen who were 
the first to usurp the sovereignty of the Olympic gods. Some athletes (arrogant and pompous 
individuals) occasioned the hubris by attributing their victories to their own charisma rather than 
Zeus' favor. One such was King Philip II of Macedon, himself. Behind the Palaistra he built the 
Philippeion, an impressive, superbly rich, round structure. Philip was a great horseman and won a 
number of equestrian contests but he died two years after his victory against the Thebans at 
Chaironia. Thus his premature death prevented him from finishing the Philipeion.  
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It was probably his son, Alexander, who supervised the completion of the great edifice in 336 
BCE, in time for the 111th Olympiad. Alexander was not a man to economize in such matters. He 
filled the Philippeion with chrysselephantine statues of himself, his parents Philip and Olympias (a 
very appropriate name!), and other members of the Macedonian royal family.  
 
Gold and ivory were traditional materials reserved for sculpting images of the gods, the most 
imposing example being the 42-feet high statue of Olympian Zeus made by Pheidias. Hence we 
can easily construe the message conveyed by the Philippeion. The kings of Macedonia wanted to 
establish themselves as cult figures in the Hellenic world of the mid-fourth century BCE. Whether 
they deserved it or not is difficult to say. Nevertheless, Philip’s king-size blasphemy attracted the 
hatred of the rest of Greece, and occasioned their mistrust toward his son. The antipathy for 
Alexander and Macedonia was best exemplified by the case of Thebans, who spread the rumour 
that Alexander had died on his ‘western’ campaign. Unluckily for them, Alexander was in perfect 
health, heard the rumour, and taught them a lesson of Olympic proportions. He hastened back in 
record time to Thebai and flattened the city, leaving only the house of Pindar standing. He 
respected the great poet too much to destroy his home. 
 
In the Hellenistic era, which followed Alexander’s death there were (compared with the number 
established in the 6th and 5th centuries) few records made or broken at Olympia. The progressive 
depopulation and impoverishment of Hellas (culminating in the conditions Sulpicius described in a 
letter to Cicero - ad Fam., IV.5.4), no doubt played its part. Traveling became more difficult, 
indeed quite hazardous, as a result of the activities of pirates and brigands, the neglect of the 
road system, and the incessant wars, which marked the rivalries of the Successors and the rise of 
Rome to supremacy in the Mediterranean. These wars drained the financial resources of the 
Eastern Roman provinces, turned strong and ambitious young men to military service, and took a 
heavy toll of life, health and sports. Only with the establishment of the principatio under Augustus 
did a new era dawn. The Pax Romana, though occasionally violated, became the norm of the 
Empire, piracy was suppressed, the roads were repaired, and travel became safer. There was a 
marked increase in the prosperity of the great cities of Asia Minor, Egypt and Syria. From this 
fertile soil sprang new festivals - allowing citizens who excelled in sport the opportunity to win 
fame and glory. Old festivals were revived, closely imitating Olympia’s, and sumptuous hippika 
and gymnika were provided not merely in Greece but in Italy and Rome itself, as well as in the 
Eastern provinces of the Empire 
 
But Alexander’s respect for sacred monuments or houses was not reflected in the character of a 
later monarch, King Telesphoros who attacked Olympia and sacked its sacred treasures. Two 
centuries later, it was the turn of the Romans and the sacrilege for which they were responsible 
far exceeded that perpetrated by the Arcadians, Pisatans and Macedonians put together. They 
converted the Meter (mother) temple into a silly nouveau-riche shrine to the honor of ‘divine 
Augustus’ [Fig 27.1].  His statue, placed at the center of the shrine, bore the following pompous 
inscription: 
 

‘… Augustus son of God and savior of the Hellenes an d the whole world …’ 
 
The Augustan propaganda reminds us of Mussolini’s tactics during World War II. The legions of 
Augustus were not content simply to alter the Olympic sanctuary. They damaged a considerable 
number of structures in the Altis. General Mommius was an exception: he built four statues and 
dedicated 21 gold shields to the Altis after defeating the Achaians and conquering Corinth, in 146 
BCE. Some sixty years later, General Sulla failed to follow the noble example of Mommius – he 
sacked Olympia in 85 BCE and went on to loot and plunder Delphi and Epidaurus. His reason 
was the usual one - the need to finance a war. His war was against the Pontian King Mithridates 
VI the Eupator, and when Sulla emerged as victor in 80 BCE he decided to transfer the next 
Olympia to Rome!  This despicable behavior was enough cause to wish he had been defeated by 
the Pontian king! Sulla died two years later and the Olympics returned to their original site at Elis, 
their alma mater, to borrow a Roman expression. A short time afterwards, the festival took a turn 
for the better. Roman enthusiasm, particularly for the hippika, caused them to lavishly sponsor 
and participate in several equestrian events and they even won a few of the contests.  
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The Romans made significant investment in new statues, alleys, temples, fountains, baths and 
monuments, and helped the Olympics to gain new prestige. This brief period of grace lasted only 
until the dreadful chaos caused by Caligula [Fig 27.3-5]. That very disturbed emperor (37-41 CE), 
whose palace was found to contain the temple of the Dioskouroi as its front gate, attempted to 
steal the statue of Zeus and have it transferred to his home in order to adorn the god's head with 
his own portrait! Prior to that, he had built a bridge of ships spanning the bay of Naples, filled the 
ships with earth, and trotted over them on a horse one day and in a chariot the next, followed by 
his Guard. The unprecedented sacrilege was happily corrected by Caligula's successor Claudius, 
who helped secure his assassination and dedicated his family statues to the temple of Meter. The 
case of Caligula reminds one of Lord Elgin [Fig  27.12]. Centuries later, Elgin surpassed every 
Roman sacrilege. While serving as British ambassador to the Ottoman court from 1799 to 1802, 
Elgin obtained a Sultan's decree allowing him to make copies and drawings of the Parthenon.  He 
did not allow himself to be confined by the terms of the decree and actually removed a large 
number of the Parthenon friezes sculpted by Pheidias and bearing beautiful Panathenaic horse 
scenes. Several cargo crates filled with dismantled friezes, one Caryatid and other statues were 
shipped to his home and then to the British Museum where they still stand. For his acts, Thomas 
Bruce Elgin deserves to go down in history as the modern counterpart of Caligula, the difference 
being that, while Caligula attempted sacrilege, Elgin was successful in its execution. The British 
Government was seemingly content with his morally questionable achievements as it appointed 
his son, James Elgin, Governor of Canada (1846-1854) and first Viceroy of India (1858). 
 
After Claudius, came Nero [Fig 27.6-8]. Following Caligula's assassination in 41 CE (and the 
adoption of Nero by Claudius in 50 AD), Agrippina's son led almost as schizophrenic a life as his 
notorious predecessor. First, he murdered his natural mother in 59 CE, even though she had 
been instrumental in his ascending the throne by poisoning her husband, Claudius. Nero also 
brutally disposed of his second wife, Poppaia, in 65 CE. He was so obsessed with the idea of the 
Olympiads as to proclaim the (unsuccessful) Neronian Games, in lieu of the Olympics. He then 
moved to Olympia, built a villa in 66-67 AD, and made a total nonsense of the 211th Olympiad. As 
noted earlier, he bribed the Hellanodikai in order to be declared victor of several contests. 
Nonsense or not, Nero returned to Rome with precious ‘souvenirs’ which he sacked from the 
Altis, including several statues of gods and other artifacts. 
 
Just like the ‘goods’, the gods deserted Olympia when the athletes, following in the footsteps of 
Nero, deserted them. This, in turn, led to the rapid decline of Olympia as a religious center. In 267 
CE, an odd pagan tribe, the Erulans (from southern Russia) invaded Olympia after plundering 
Athens. The Eleans tried to salvage Olympia by hastily building an enclosure wall (9 ft wide by 
1200 ft long) between the temple of Zeus and the Bouleuterion but, in their haste and confusion, 
they removed stones and other materials from ‘marginal’ buildings in the periphery of the Altis.  
Nevertheless, they did their best to keep the festival going, wall or no wall - but the sanctuary was 
never the same. The Altis was permanently disfigured and its grandeur was gone forever.  Only 
the gigantic statue of Zeus was left standing silent, witnessing the pillage, after centuries of glory. 
Although the awesome statue of Zeus continued to stand in his temple until 394 CE, even he, the 
‘father god’, could not resist the final and most decisive blow directed at him below the belt. This 
time the blow came from a new religion. From his base in Constantinople, the fanatic Christian 
emperor, Theodosius I [Fig 27.9] issued a decree in 393 CE, three years after the purported 293rd 
Olympia organized by Julianus, banning all ‘paganistic’ cult contests. Thus, the purely religious 
Olympics dedicated to Zeus fell victim to another pure religion, which considered it atheist after 
more than twelve centuries of glorious existence. A very unique and ironic tragedy, I think, and as 
I the very dogmatic Theodosius I was not harmful enough, his successor Theodosius II proved to 
be worse. He ordered the demolition of every ‘atheist’ temple within the Mediterranean region of 
the Byzantium. It should be noted that his predecessor had transferred the gold and ivory statue 
of Zeus to Constantinople in 394 CE. Pagan or atheist, the marvelous statue was too solid an 
investment to be cast aside. Nevertheless, due to religious fanaticism (in this case Byzantine), 
which has pestered man through the ages, Zeus’ temple was burned to the ground following the 
edict of Theodosius II in 426 CE. The statue itself was burned in the great fire of Byzantium’s 
‘Queen City’ in 475 CE, and was lost to mankind forever. 
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The final blow to Zeus and the Olympic spirit was consummated by the enforcement of the 
Theodosius edict, followed later by a new one by Justinian [Fig 27.10], this time because some 
stubborn Greeks kept organizing festivals at the easternmost part of the Byzantine empire. These 
acts were followed by the transformation of Pheidias’ unique workshop in the Altis into an 
unimaginative basilica, which marked the end of the ancient Olympics for good.  As is often the 
case with major cultural shifts when a civilization attempts to redefine itself, the ‘new religion’ 
required exclusive adherence to its own dogma. In this case, the Hellenic athla were viewed as a 
pagan ritual, supported by the worship of pagan deities.  
 
The new religion rejected the ancient Greek ideal, among which was man’s ultimate freedom to 
dispose of his body and mind in a healthy and purely athletic domain, with arête (virtue) and 
under the aegis (shield) of the Olympic Pantheon. In two millennia the ancient Greeks had 
reached that highest spiritual level, a perfect synchrony of body and soul. But an era was over, 
and three determined Christian emperors dealt the final blows. Perhaps neither of them took the 
time to study the treatise of their compatriot, St. Basil, a text which was addressed to his nephew 
and stated ahead of his time (late 3rd century CE) that  

‘...One should   profit from the scripts of the Hellenes’  
 
No one followed St. Basil’s dictum. No leader, ecclesiastic or royal, was smart enough to dedicate 
the ex officio divine Olympics to the equally pacifist Christ Soter, by dethroning Zeus. Fanaticism, 
however, does not leave any margin for constructive thought. And as if the new religion was not 
destructive enough, successive waves of invading barbarians followed from the 5th to the 8th 
century CE. Visigoths, Avars, Vandals and Slavs successively wasted, looted and sacked the 
Altis until, finally, very little was left standing…As if the wrath of Zeus had been provoked by the 
barbarian hordes, earthquakes in the 3rd and 6th centuries (551/52 CE) struck Olympia. The 
inevitable floods and landslides that followed covered the devastated site with silt and mud. Man’s 
history had to wait nearly 1,500 years for 19th century archaeologists to excavate the old sacred 
grounds and replant the seeds of a new Olympic idealism... 
 
Sadly the arrival of scientific and well-equipped archaeologists at the Altis occurred rather too 
late. A long list of sacrilegious generals, emperors, atheists or religious Romans, Muslims and 
Christians, amateur collectors, official diplomats and pure thieves had preceded science. Last in 
line of the archaeokapeloi (looters of antiquities), was the French marechal Nicolas-Joseph 
Maison [Fig 27.11]. In 1827, after the sea-battle at Navarino against the Turkish armada, he 
organized the so-called ‘Expedition Scientifique du Moree’. In April-May 1829, his ‘scientific’ 
group dug deep into the heart of the temple of Zeus and quickly transferred most of the 
discovered artifacts, mainly large parts of the temple friezes, back to the Louvre in Paris.  
 
Thus, ‘civilized society’ finally achieved a perfect irony in respect to the ancient, ‘divine’ Olympics. 
Only fragments of gods, goddesses, heroes, heroines, athletes, horses, charioteers, chariots and 
columns were allowed to remain silent, sad and badly amputated in their birthplace of Olympia. At 
the same time, the best example of all those symbolic figures stand proudly in the Louvre, the 
British Museum, and museums in Oxford, Rome, Heidelberg, Berlin and Munich, in order to be 
admired by a foreign, yet respectful public. For this reason I am obliged to rename this modern 
archaeological phenomenon concerning the Olympic site as 

 
‘The broken, or fragmented modern spirit of ancient  Olympic ideals’ 

 
and cry out with the agonizing questions put forward by the Greek poet Kavafi: 
 

‘Why did we bring down their statues, 
Why did we send them away from their temples, 

Gods did not die for this at all…’ 
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Fig 27.1-12. Portraits of the major ‘destructors’ o f Olympia, in chronological order 
 

                                      
1. Augustus               2. Sulla                                        3-5 . Caligula’s coins                         
 
  

   
              
                            6-8. Nero’s bust and co ins                                             
 
  

             
                    
9. Theodosius �           10. Justinian                    11. Lor d Elgin          12. Nicolas Maison       
      
 
 

 


